INTRODUCTION TO REVISED DIABETES COUNTY PROFILES FOR 2001

Diabetes County Profiles for 2001 contain some new features.

The number of people with diabetes dispayed for each county are "synthetic" estimates. They are created by multiplying the % of people with diabetes in the state by the number
of people in the county in each age/sex group®. However, it's unlikely that each county has the same breakdown of people with diabetes by age and sex as the state, so these
estimates may seriously over-estimate or under-estimate the true number of people with diabetes in a county. They are the best approximation of a county rate we have available,
but they are imprecise at best and should be used with caution.

Synthetic estimates are especially problematic when they're used as the denominator for hospitalization and death rates, especially when the number of deaths or hospitalizations
is small. So, this year we've also included rates based on the county populations as reported by the U.S. Census, to allow for more precise comparison to the state. These rates,
which appear as "rate per total population, are more precise than the synthetic estimates and are therefore better to use when comparing county and state rates.

In Spring of 2004, we will have data available from the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey 2003 oversample for each county; this will allow us to report true estimates of
the diabetes population in each county rather than rely on synthetic estimates.

For more information on the methods used in the diabetes county profiles please see Technical Notes at: http://-------------------
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